Head and neck paragangliomas: physiology and biochemistry.
Paragangliomas of the head and neck are derivatives of neural crest cells, comprising part of the diffuse neuroendocrine system. Indeed, paragangliomas encompass a unique subset of tumors of the head and neck. Their biochemistry and physiology are similar to other neuroendocrine tumors unlike tumors based on location. This article discusses their distinct biologic attributes.